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to these people, or what they had seen, that they came forth to battle with such alacrity and
Jjoy, and engaged so eagerly and gladly in the strife, without displaying in their counte-
nances any traces of fear or apprehension ... And the astonishing thing was that these men
were scholars and men of learning, sedentary recluses of the colleges and the cloister,
delicately nurtured and of weakly frame inured indeed to austerities, but strangers to the
roar of cannon, the rattle of musketry, and the field of battle. Notwithstanding this, it seemed
as if in the time of battle a new spirit were breathed into their frames, insomuch that the
imagination of man cannot conceive the vehemence of their courage and valour. They
used to expose their bodies to the bullets and cannon-balls not only fearlessly and coura-
geously, but eagerly and joyously, seeming to regard the battle-field as a banquet, and to be

bent on casting away their lives.” *5
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Tabarsi, not only have not comprehended what took place there, but would have ceased to
consider it; and had he seen Mulla Husayn of Bushruyih, he would have been convinced
that the Chief of Martyrs (Imam Husayn) had returned to earth; and had he witnessed my
deeds , he would assuredly have said: “This is Shimr come back with sword and lance.” |
swear by the sacred plume of His Majesty the Center of the Universe that one day Mulla
Husayn, having on his head a green turban, and over his shoulder a shroud, came forth
from the castle, stood forth in the open field, and, leaning on a lance which he held in his
hand, said: “O people, why, without enquiry, and under the influence of passion and preju-
diced misrepresentations, do ye act so cruelly towards us, and strive without cause to shed
innocent blood? Be ashamed before the Creator of the universe, and at least give us
passage, that we may pass out of this land.” Seeing that the soldiers were moved, | opened
fire, and ordered the troops to shout so as to drown his voice. Again | saw him lean on his
lance and heard his cry: “Is there any who will help me?” three times, so that all heard his
cry. At that moment all the soldiers were silent, and some began to weep, and many of the
horsemen were visibly affected. Fearing that the army might be seduced from their alle-
giance, | again ordered them to fire and shout. Then | saw Mulla Husayn unsheathe his
sword, raise his face towards heaven, and heard him exclaim: “Oh God, | have completed
the proof to this host, but it availeth not.”

Then He began to attack us on the right and on the left. | swear by God that on that
day he wielded the sword in such wise as transcends the power of man.... And, during all
that war, not once was his sword stroke at fault, but every blow that he struck fell true. And
by the nature of their wounds | could recognize all whom Mulla Husayn had cut down with
his sword, and since | had heard and knew that none could rightly wield the sword save the
chief of Believers, and that it was well nigh impossible for sword to cut so true, therefore |
forbade all who were aware of this thing to mention it or make it known, lest the troops be

discouraged and should wax faint in the fight. But in truth, | know not what had been shown
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a furious rage and accompanied by an angry mob, appealed to the Prince, to allow him to
interrogate Quddus. The Prince, forgetful of his oath, and intimidated by the assembled
ulamé of Barfurush agreed saying:

“l wash my hands of all responsibility for any harm that may befall this man. You are
free to do what you like with him. You will yourselves be answerable to God on the Day of
Judgement.” *€

As Quddus was paraded through the streets, in chains, the frenzied crowd fell upon
him with knives and axes. They dismembered his body, and threw the scattered pieces into
a fire. Upon his dying lips he whispered:

“Forgive, O my God the trespasses of this people. Deal with them in Thy mercy, for
they know not what we already have discovered and cherish. | have striven to show them
the path that leads to their salvation; behold how they have risen to overwhelm and kill me!
Show them, O God, the way of Truth, and turn their ignorance into faith.” *¢!

Later that night, under the cover of darkness, fragments of his burned and mutilated
body were gathered by a devoted friend and buried in a secret place far from the village.

When news of the martyrdom of Mulla Husayn and Quddus reached the Bab, the
grief, He felt, stilled the Voice of Revelation and silenced His pen for several months.

In one of His Tablets, the Bab asserts that the very dust of the ground, where the
remains of Mulld Husayn lie buried, is endowed with such potency as to bring joy to the
disconsolate and healing to the sick. In the Kitab-i-lgan, Baha'v'llah wrote:

“But for him (Mulla Husayn) God would not have been established upon the seat of
His mercy, nor have ascended the throne of eternal glory!” *%2

Two years later when Prince Ahmed Mirza questioned ‘Abbas Quli Khan regarding
his recollections of the events surrounding the disaster at the Shrine of Shaykh Tabarsi, he
replied:

“The truth of the matter is that anyone who had not seen Karbila would, if he had seen
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statement and ordered Mulla Yusuf to deliver the Qur'an to Quddus.

When Quddus received the Qur’an, he kissed it reverently, and accepted the Prince’s
declaration of peace, stating to the believers:

“By our response to their invitation we shall enable them to demonstrate the sincerity
of their intentions.” *%8

Quddus mounted the Prince’s favorite horse, which had been sent for his use, and
rode out of the fort. He was accompanied by a number of Siyyids and learned Divines,
while the rest of the survivors followed on foot.

When they reached the tent, which the Prince had ordered to be pitched for them,
Quddus instructed his companions to escape that night, and informed them that he would
proceed alone to Barfurdsh. They were reluctant to leave but he reassured them that the
reunion, following their separation, would be eternal.

“We have committed our Cause to the care of God; whatever be His will and plea-
sure, the same we joyously accept.” *%

The Prince failed to keep his promise. His army entered the fort, plundered its con-
tents, and demolished it completely. The remaining companions were surrounded and
indiscriminately massacred.

The few who were spared were ushered before the Prince, one at a time, so that he
could determine if they were men of recognized standing such as Hand of the Cause of God
Ismu’llahu’l-Asdaq and Haji Abdu’l Majid-i-Nishapuri, the father of Badi, who was charged
a ransom for his release.

The Prince then interrogated three of Quddus’ closest companions, concerning the
reappearance of the Promised Q&’'im. The remainder of the survivors of the siege were put
to death.

With Quddus in custody, the Prince broke camp and set off in order to deliver him to

Nasiri’d-Din Shah in Tehran. As they passed through Barfurish, Sa’'idul-‘Ulama blazed into

69



THE MARTRYDOM OF QUDDUS

For the next forty-five days the Imperial army suspended their siege, in order to reor-
ganize their ranks in preparation for a final assault on the fort. It was a bitterly cold winter,
and inside the shrine the supplies, and provisions, were almost exhausted. Mulla Husayn’s
death was kept a secret from the besieging army, but as conditions inside the compound
deteriorated a Siyyid, from Qum, betrayed his companions by sending a letter out to the
army commander.

When news reached Abbas Quli Khan, that the occupants of the fort were decimated
by famine and demoralized, as a result of the death of their leader, he resolved to take full
advantage of the situation. Joining forces with Prince Mihdi-Quli Mirza, he marched at the
head of twelve thousand artillery, infantry and cavalrymen. They surrounded the fort and
once more unleashed a firestorm of cannon mortar against the defenseless Babi’s.

During the bombardment, Quddus walked, with the utmost tranquility, to a clearing in
the center of the fort; as he stood there a cannon ball landed at his feet. He rolled it with his
foot and with a warmhearted and beaming smile he remarked:

“How utterly unaware are these boastful aggressors of the power of God’s avenging
wrath! Have they forgotten that a creature as insignificant as the gnat was capable of extin-
guishing the life of the all- powerful Nimrod?” *%

The siege continued for another month until one day, an emissary of Prince Mihdi-
Quli Mirza arrived at the fort in the hope of arriving at a peaceful settlement. He took hold
of a copy of the Qur'an and in the margin wrote:

“I swear by this most holy Book, by the righteousness of God who has revealed it
and by the Mission of Him who was inspired with its verses, that | cherish no other purpose
than to promote peace and friendliness between us. Come forth from your stronghold and

rest assured that no hand will be stretched forth against you.” **” He affixed his seal to his
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the frail but gallant soldier remained to his last breath

With shock and dismay the companions accepted the devastating reality, that after
almost six months of defending the attacks on the fort their,

Martyred in battle,
the Covenant of God. With a parting kiss upon his eyes and forehead

able to utter | have now shared with him.” *%
body in a tomb next to the venerated Shrine of

died.
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escorted them to the nearby village of Amul.

Meanwhile the Bébis, under intense siege, accepted their fate and began to build a
well within the fort’s enclosure.

“Today we shall have all the water we require for our bath,” announced Mulla Husayn.
“Cleansed of all earthly defilements, we shall seek the court of the Almighty, and shall
hasten to our eternal abode. Whoso is willing to partake of the cup of martyrdom, let him
prepare himself and wait for the hour when he can seal with his life-blood his faith in His
Cause.” *%

After completing his bath Mulla Husayn dressed in clean robes, placed the Bab’s
green turban on his head, and prepared for the approaching onslaught. He sensed he was
reaching the closing moments of his earthly life.

Soon after midnight, with the morning star shining brightly overhead, he mounted his
horse, gave the signal to open the gate, and rode out, at the head of his companions, to
meet the enemy. He charged through three barricades, and scattered the army as the
bullets rained around him.

In the midst of battle, Mulla Husayn’s horse became entangled in a rope, and before
he was able to free himself, a sniper fired a shot from a tree. The bullet struck Mulla Husayn
in the chest; he slipped from the saddle, staggered a few steps and fell to the ground
unconscious. Two of his young companions came to his rescue and carried him in to the
shrine, as Quddus closed the door.

“There are certain confidential matters which | desire him alone to know.” *** Quddus
informed the companions. The believers were amazed a few moments later to see Mulla
Husayn, who they feared was mortally wounded, seated in his customary manner convers-
ing with his beloved friend Quddus.

After two hours of conversation, Quddus reappeared and said:

“l have bade my last farewell to him. Things which previously | deemed it unallow-
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proclaimed by the Bab and were willing to demonstrate, by the aid of verses and traditions,
from the Qur’an, the truth of their Cause.

Prince Mihdi-Quli Mirza ignored Mulla Husayn’s assertion that the occupants of the
fort had no intention of either subverting the monarchy or the authority of Nasiri’d-Din Shah.
Instead he gave the signal to open fire, and a new attack was launched.

Later that same night Quddus, Mulla Husayn and two hundred and two of their com-
panions rode through the snow, towards the enemy. They called out to the guards in their
- local dialect, fooling them into thinking they were the anticipated re-enforcements.

The army was caught by surprise, as the companions spread through the encamp-
ment and into the private apartments of Prince Mihdi-Quli Mirza. He narrowly escaped,
with his life, as he exited through a rear entrance.

They discovered trunks of gold and silver, all of which they disdained to touch, except
for the Princes’ favorite sword, which was a prize they felt compelled to show Mulla Husayn.

In the prison they discovered Mulla Yusuf-i-Arbibili, an innocent believer, who had
been captured and detained while on his way to the fort.

Several days later, the battle to take the fort was renewed as a new wave of the
enemy rushed forward. During the melee, Quddus was wounded, by a bullet that damaged
several of his teeth as well as his tongue and throat.

Seeing his beloved leader wounded, Mulla Husayn rushed out of the fort to engage
the attackers, wielding Quddus’ sword in one hand and the sword of the disgraced Prince
Mihdi-Quli Mirza, in the other.

The sight of a warrior possessed of such super human, heroic strength unnerved the
assailants as they hastily retreated.

Several miles away Baha'u’llah, and a small party of believers, were journeying to-
wards Fort Tabarsi when they decided to rest in a deserted house. A contingent of guards,

who were stationed in the area, came across the small group, placed them under arrest and
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THE BATTLE OF FORT TABARSI

Quddus gazed at the army, of the enemy, from the terrace of the fort, and said:

“The scarcity of water has distressed our companions. God willing, this very night a
downpour of rain will overtake our opponents, followed by a heavy snowfall, which will
assist us to repulse their contemplated assault.” *%?

That night, a torrential rain destroyed the barricades and turned the trenches of
‘Abdu’llah Khan, and his army to mud. Later a heavy storm covered the region with snow,
and their ammunition was irretrievably ruined.

The following evening, just after sunset, Quddus, Mulla Husayn and three other
companion’s rode out of the fort, followed by the entire company on foot. Armed only with
swords and daggers, they killed ‘Abdu’llah Khén and four hundred and thirty of the Shah’s
army, whilst the remaining soldiers abandoned their posts and fled before the unheralded
attack.

Quddus remarked how the Babis’ victory was miraculous for through God’s sustain-
ing grace, a small group of His followers had succeeded in overcoming an organized and
well-trained army. He realized however that they must build a wall strong enough to with-
stand cannon fire, so for the next nineteen days and nights the companions labored without
rest, fortifying the walls and digging a moat around the fort.

News of Abdu’llah Khan’s humiliating defeat, at the hands of a few devoted Babi’s,
soon reached Tehran. Nasirid Din Shah and his grand Vizier, Amir Kabir, were furious, so
they ordered Prince Mihdi-Quli Mirza to organize another attack force.

Prince Mihdi-Quli Mirza, and his retinue, approached the fort and a mandate was
sent to the Babis ordering them to leave the shrine immediately.

Mulla Husayn responded that the gathering of Babi’'s was peaceful and concerned

the return of The Promised One. He added they had proofs of the validity of the Revelation

62



Upon his arrival at the fort Quddus dismounted and leaned against the shrine saying:

“The 'Baqiyyatu’llah will be best for you if ye are of those who believe.” **° This
fulfilled the prophecy of Muhammad that when the Mahdi is made manifest, He shall lean
His back against the Kaa’ba and shall address the three hundred and thirteen followers with
those same words.

Mulla Husayn began counting the number of companions as they passed through the
gate of the fort, when a youth, from Barfurish, rushed in and pleaded to be allowed to lay
down his life, in the path of the Beloved. This brought the total number to three hundred
and thirteen to which Quddus remarked:

“Whatever the tongue of the Prophet of God has spoken concerning the Promised
One must needs be fulfilled.” **' He was making a direct reference to another prophecy,
from the Qur’an, which stated that the number of believers who first recognized the station
of the Promised Q&’im would be three hundred and thirteen, the same number that accom-
panied Muhammad at the famous battle of Badr.

Quddus, Mulld Husayn and his companions began chanting the writings of the Bab,
and later their companions, from Iraq, chanted various passages from the Qur’an.

The activities at the fort excited the curiosity of the villagers, as news quickly spread
throughout the surrounding neighborhood. Consequently Sa‘idul-'Ulama prohibited any-
one from approaching the shrine and petitioned the Shah, declaring that the Babis had built
a massive fort where they were preparing a campaign against the sovereignty.

The young Nasiri'd-Din Shah, had just succeeded the throne and was greatly alarmed
at the news of the upheaval in Mazindarin. He ordered his officers to suppress the uprising,
and gave ‘Abdu’llah Khan the authority to crush the Babis.

He proceeded to march to the fort with an army of twelve thousand men. They set up
a number of barricades in front of the shrine, cut off the supply of bread and water and

opened fire upon anyone who approached or left the gate.
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each other and pledged their loyalty. A shepherd, who pastured his flock near the shrine,
heard of the ambush, became a believer, and donated four hundred sheep to the compan-
ions.

Another villager, Nazar Khan, joined in the prayers, even though his mother had been
killed during the skirmish. Later he returned to the fort with provisions, from his village, and
pledged his undying loyalty to Mulla Husayn.

That evening a multitude of horsemen emerged from the forest and rushed at the
assembled believers. The companions drew their swords in defense, leaped forward and
scattered the attackers as they raised the cry:

“Ya Sahibuz-Zaman!”

The following day Mulla Husayn gave Mirza Muhammad Bagir, a design of a fort to
be constructed for their defense, and so the work began. The construction had just been
completed when Mulla Husayn saw Baha'u’llah approaching with Nazar Khan, he rushed
forward, tenderly embraced Him, and conducted Him to the place of honor.

Baha'u’llah made an inspection of the fort and discussed, in detail, the welfare and
safety of the companions. He urged the believers to secure the release of Quddus, from
the nearby village of Sari, as his presence would greatly assist them.

“You have been chosen of God to be the vanguard of His host and the establishers of
His Faith. Whatever may befall, victory is yours, a victory which is complete and certain.” *#°

Several days later news reached Mulld Husayn that seven of the believers had suc-
ceeded in arranging the release of Quddus, and later that night a messenger announced
his approach.

Mulla Husayn and a hundred of his companions, each carrying lighted candles,
marched in the illuminated darkness to meet him. When the local villagers saw the spec-
tacle they were so moved by this show of devotion that they joined the companions, as they

sang hymns of praise declaring their allegiance to Quddus.
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THE SHRINE OF SHAYKH TABARSI

Early the following morning, a detachment of Khusraw-i-Qadi Kal&'i's horsemen es-
corted Mullda Husayn, and his companions, out of Barfurish. No sooner had they entered
the forest, when the Babis were attacked from all sides.

Ignoring the ambush, Mulla Husayn spread his mat on the ground and began his
prayers. Meanwhile one of the Babis distracted Khusraw by offering him a water pipe, and
then killed him with a dagger.

The companions overcame their assailants and killed them all, except for one, who
they set free and sent to Barfurdsh in order to relate what he had witnessed.

After the attack, some of the believers began plundering the belongings of Khusraw
and his men, but Mulla Husayn ordered them to leave everything behind, except for their
swords and horses, so that they would be completely detached from this world.

They were now about half a mile from the Shrine of Shaykh Tabarsi. The night be-
fore, the guardian of the shrine dreamt that the Imam Husayn had arrived, accompanied by
seventy-two warriors and a large number of his companions. In the guardian’s dream the
blessed company were engaged in the most heroic of battles and on one occasion were
joined by the Prophet Muhammad.

When Mulla Husayn, and his followers, arrived the custodian of the shrine recog-
nized him as the hero he had seen in his vision and immediately threw himself at his feet.

“All that you have witnessed will come to pass,” Mulla Husayn assured the keeper of
the shrine. “Those glorious scenes will again be enacted before your eyes.” *#

Mulla Husayn led the congregational prayer, and then addressed his followers. He
warned them that many of them would be sacrificed in the Path of God, but through their
suffering the Faith would be proclaimed throughout the world.

Some of the believers were greatly moved and began to weep as they embraced
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With bullets flying all around him Mulla Husayn rode straight towards the residence of
the notorious Sa’idul-‘Ulama. In a loud voice he denounced the cowardly preacher for
declaring a holy war and then hiding in his house.

Later that afternoon Mulld Husayn proceeded to the local caravanserai, he dismounted
and stood at the entrance of the inn waiting for the arrival of his companions. He then
summoned for bread and water, but his friends returned with the news that none was avail-
able.

As evening approached, the gates were closed and one of the believers climbed to
the roof of the caravanserai to sound the call to prayer. Without warning a shot rang out and
a bullet struck and killed him.

A second youth took his place and proceeded with the prayer, but he was also struck
by a sniper’s bullet. When a third youth suffered the same fate, Mulla Husayn opened the
gates, and charged upon the assailants, as they retreated to the surrounding woods, stum-
bling over the slain bodies that lay around the deserted village.

Later that evening a number of the village chiefs appeared with an offer of peace,
insisting that Sa‘idul-‘Ulama was responsible for the attack. The companions invited them
into the caravanserai and served them tea. During their discussion Mulla Husayn agreed
with the villagers that it would be advisable for him to leave the following day, with his
followers, in order to avoid any further hostilities.

Confident that they had reached a peaceful solution to the situation, the villagers
brought food for the companions and fodder for their horses. They promised that Khusraw-
i-Qadi Kala'i, a local guide, accompanied by a hundred horsemen, would ensure their safe

passage out of the area.
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News of the approach of the large group of Babi’s alarmed Sa‘idul-‘Ulaméa who was
currently holding Quddus prisoner in Sari, twenty-four miles away. He summoned the people
to the Mosque, ascended the pulpit, flung his turban to the ground, and tore open the neck
of his shirt, as he bewailed:

“Awake, for our enemies stand at our very doors, ready to wipe out all that we cherish
as pure and holy in Islam!” *#

Sa’idul-‘Ulama claimed that the Babis could perform magic and accused them of
putting potions in the tea to make the drinker go mad. The crowd was easily incited by his
bigoted discourse, and the entire congregation, fully armed, rose up and headed for the
road to block the way of Mulla Husayn and his followers.

When the believers saw the villagers they began to unsheathe their swords.

“Not yet,” commanded their leader; “not until the aggressor forces us to protect our-
selves must our swords leave their scabbards.” ** He had scarcely uttered these words
when the villagers fired their weapons against them, and six of the companions fell to the
ground, mortally wounded.

“The time is not yet come,” replied Mulla Husayn when his followers pleaded to be
allowed to defend themselves. “The number is as yet incomplete.” *#” Suddenly a bullet
struck one of the most devoted Babis, who had walked all the way from Mashhad. At the
sight of his loyal companion dead at his feet, Mulla Husayn raised his eyes to heaven and
prayed. A mysterious power transformed him, as he unsheathed his sword, and spurred
his charger into the midst of the enemy.

The assailant, who had fired the shot, took refuge behind a tree and shielded himself
with his musket but with a single stroke of his sword Mulla Husayn, cut the trunk of the tree,
the barrel of the musket, and the body of his adversary. This astounding feat of strength

created panic within the enemy, as they fled in all directions.
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The invitation to join the pilgrimage was offered at every village that Mulld Husayn,
and his fellow-disciples, arrived. Haji 'Abdu’l-Majid-i-Nashapuri, (The father of Badi‘), a
wealthy merchant from Nishapur who owned a turquoise mine, was one of the first to enlist
under the ‘Black Standard.’

After several days the courageous group of Babis broke their journey and camped
under a large tree, by the side of a stream. A sudden gale-force wind struck down a large
branch of the tree, which fell just beside them.

“The tree of the sovereignty of Muhammad Shah has, by the will of God, been up-
rooted and hurled to the ground.” *** Mulla Husayn proclaimed. Within three days they
received news from Tehran that Muhammad Shah had died.

A few days later, following their morning prayers, Mulla Husayn addressed his com-
panions:

“This is the way that leads to our Karbila. Whoever is unprepared for the great trials
that lie before us, let him now repair to his home and give up the journey.” *#* At another
stage, Mulla Husayn said:

“l, together with seventy-two of my companions shall suffer death for the sake of the
Well-Beloved. Whoso is unable to renounce the world, let him now, at this very moment,
depart, for later on he will be unable to escape.” **

They continued on their journey until they reached Barfurish, the domain of the false-
hearted Sa’idu’l-‘Ulama. Mulla Husayn commanded his companions to discard all their
possessions, except for their horses and swords, to demonstrate their renunciation of worldly
goods. Badi's father threw aside his satchel, which contained a considerable amount of

turquoise.

Footnote: The ‘Black Standard’ hoisted by Mulla Husayn was the same one referred to by the Prophet Muhammad:
“Should your eyes behold the Black Standards proceeding from Khurasan, hasten ye towards them, even though
ye should have to crawl over the snow, inasmuch as they proclaim the advent of the Promised Mihdi, the Vicegerent
of God.”"*
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Returning to Mashhad, Mulla Husayn announced his intention, of undertaking a new

pilgrimage to Karbila. The news surprised the Babi community, for he was so well loved,
amongst his followers, that many were prepared to sacrifice their lives for him. Mulla Husayn'’s
departure was momentarily delayed with the arrival of a messenger bearing a special gift
from the Bab.

“Adorn your head with My green turban, the emblem of My lineage, and, with the
Black Standard unfurled before you, hasten to the Jaziriy-i-Khadra and lend assistance to
My beloved Quddus” *4 was the message.

With the Bab’s turban upon his head, Mulla Husayn assembled his companions,
mounted his horse, hoisted the ‘Black Standard’, and accompanied by two hundred and

two companions gave the signal for their march to the ‘Verdant Isle.’
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Prince’s encampment where he was afforded an opportunity to teach the New Faith to the
Prince and his soldiers. A few days later he returned to Mashhad with a fine sword and a

magnificent horse, both gifts from the Prince.
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was eventually captured, but pockets of resistance, and violent outbreaks, continued to fuel
the atmosphere of unrest.

The Islamic authorities took full advantage of the confused situation by instigating a
fanatical war against Mulld Husayn, Quddus and the other believers, which led to further
religious suppression of the Babi's.

Hasan, a trusted follower of Mulla Husayn, was arrested for defending the name of
the Faith and his belief in the Bab. Shamefully, he was bastinadoed, his nose was pierced,
a cord was passed through the incision and he was paraded through the streets. Outraged,
the Babis banded together, rushed through the city, and raised the cry of:

“Ya Sahibu’z-Zaman!” (The Promised One has come).

Eventually they came across some of the oppressors and avenged the cruel insult,
against Hasan, by killing one of them.

News of the disturbance reached Prince Hamzih Mirza, stationed with his army, fif-
teen miles outside the city. He issued an arrest warrant for Mulla Husayn, but the captain of
the Prince’s artillery, Abdu’l ‘Ali Khan, was himself a Babi. He convinced the Prince to
change the order to a letter inviting Mulla Husayn to take up temporary residence in a highly
ornamented tent in the Prince’s headquarters until the disturbance ended.

When the invitation arrived, Mulla Husayn asked Quddus for advice.

“No. harm can befall you” Quddus assured him, “As to me I shall this very night set out
... for Mazindaran. Please God, you too, later on at the head of a large company of the
faithful an‘d preceded by the ‘Black Standards’ will depart from Mashhad and join me. We
shall meet at whatever place the Almighty will have decreed.” **

That same night, Quddus summoned a number of the companions and warned them
of a fast approaching torrent of violence. He advised them to be obedient to Mulla Husayn's
command, and bade them farewell as he departed from Mashhad.

Mulla Husayn, meanwhile, accepted Prince Hamzih Mirza’s invitation. He rode to the



rhetoric.

“My argument has failed to rouse you from your sleep of negligence” exclaimed
Mulld Husayn. “My deeds will in the days to come prove to you the power of the Message
you have chosen to despise.” *38

Mulld Husayn returned to Mashhad, and built a house called Babiyyih (the center of
the Babis) which was designated as the first teaching center of the Faith

When the building of the center was complete, Quddus, Mulla Husayn and a small
group of believers took up residence and began their teaching work. By this time the ‘Let-
ters of the Living’ had carried the Bab’s message to all parts of the country. Consequently
thousands of seekers poured into the city declaring their allegiance to the Cause.

According to Shi‘ah tradition, the Hidden Imam of Khurasan would appear in the
turquoise mosque of Gawhar Shad, next to the golden shrine of the Eighth Imam Rida,
proclaiming the Gate to the Promised Qa’im had opened.

Mulla Husayn felt that the time had come to fulfill the prophecy. He entered the
Gawhar Shad mosque and moved the pulpit, known as “Lord of the Ages,” from its place in
the corner, to the center of the mosque, and to the astonishment of those who had gathered
below, announced the New Revelation.

The Bab had written letters to the believers all over Persia, and Iraq, instructing them
to go to Mashhad to support Mulla Husayn and Quddus in their teaching campaign. New
believers streamed unceasingly into every quarter of the Holy City creating great concern
for the authorities and the Muslim clergy.

The whole province of Khurasan was in a state of violent agitation, and the religious
fervor, created by the Babi's, further complicated the political upheaval caused by the rebel-
lion against the Shah, lead by Hasan Khan, also known as Salar. |

An army of ten thousand troops led by the Shah’s uncle, Prince Hamzih Mirza, had

been ordered to march on Khurasan to crush the rebellion and pacify the province. Salar

52



THE HOLY CITY OF MASHHAD

Mulla Husayn returned to Mazindarin and visited Barfurush, a large town on route to
Mashhad. Quddus welcomed him affectionately and offered him the seat of honor in the
company of his assembled friends. The evening’s festivities were complete when Quddus
enquired about news from Mah-Ku. Mulla Husayn replied that he had visited the Bab and
although He had unraveled many mysteries and insights of the Faith, he had received no
specific instructions regarding which course he should pursue.

Quddus then asked him if he’d brought with him any writings of the Bab. Mulla Husayn
replied that he did not, so Quddus presented him with a few pages from some of his own
writings and asked him to read some passages. When Mulla Husayn read the commentar-
ies he became transformed with surprise and admiration.

“The hidden treasure of which the Bab has spoken, now lies unveiled before my
eyes,” he said. “It’s light has dispelled the gloom of perplexity and doubt.” **

Quddus suggested that Mulla Husayn build a house in Mashhad, that would serve as
a teaching center. Invite receptive souls, he advised, in the hope that they will be guided to
the river of everlasting life. Meanwhile, he continued:

“Arise with the rod of wisdom and silence those who discredit the fair name of the
Cause.”

Quddus was referring specifically to Sa‘idul-‘Ulama, an evil hearted and ambitious
man, who continuously implemented malicious gossip against his rival Shari ‘atmadar, a
former teacher of Quddus. Recently his hatred had been directed towards Quddus and the
Babi movement, perceiving them to be a direct threat to his personal ambitions.

Mulld Husayn set out to visit the tyrannical Sa’idul-‘Ulama, in the hope of negotiating
a peaceful resolution to the problems, but he was received with insults and rage. In the

presence of an assembly of students he ridiculed Mulla Husayn with a barrage of illogical
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soon reached Haji Mirza Aqgasi. He became intensely angry when he realized that by
condemning the Bab, to a life of exile and imprisonment in the remote castle, he had merely

enshrined His light to shine from a mountaintop.
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auspicious dream, ‘Ali Khan made an exception and permitted Mulla Husayn to enter the
castle. Three days later, as the Bab and Mulld Husayn stood on the roof of the castle, they
both looked at the banks of the River Araxes which had been mentioned by the poet Hafiz:

“O Zephyr, shouldst thou pass by the banks of the Araxes, implant a kiss on the earth
of that valley and make fragrant thy breath ...” The following verse, of famous Persian

poetry, is also divinely inspired: “Shiraz will be thrown into a tumult; a Youth of sugar tongue

will appear. | fear lest the breath of His mouth should agitate and upset Baghdad.” **

That is the river, and this is the bank referred to in that verse, remarked the Bab. He
went on to explain that it is the Holy Spirit, which manifests itself in such poetry, indicating
that the poets themselves may be unable to comprehend the inner meaning of their own
words, hence the well known tradition.

“Treasures lie hidden beneath the Throne of God; the key to those treasures is the
tongue of poets.” *3*

The Bab advised Mulla Husayn to make his return journey to Tabriz on foot for his
days of horsemanship were yet to come.

“You are destined to exhibit such courage, such skill and heroism as shall eclipse the
mightiest deeds of the heroes of old.” He explained, “A few days after your departure from
this place,” the Bab informed him, “they will transfer Us to another mountain.” *%

“The feast of sacrifice is fast approaching,” continued the Bab, “... let nothing detain
you from achieving your destiny. Having attained your destination prepare yourself to re-
ceive Us for We too shall ere long follow you.” *%

This was Mulla Husayn’s last meeting with the Bab, in this world, so he listened
carefully as he was instructed to travel to Tehran and Mazindarin where God’s hidden trea-
sure would be revealed to him.

Many disciples were now permitted access to Mah-Ku, and were freely admitted into

the Bab’s presence. News of the sympathetic treatment shown to the Babis, by ‘Ali Khan,
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sovereign had an opportunity to read them.

The Bab wrote parts of the Persian Bayan and Dala’il-I-Sab’a (The Seven Proofs),
during His imprisonment. At the same time He officially declared His Mission, not only as
the Gate of the Mahdi but also, as the Promised Q&'im Himself and announced the estab-
lishment of a new Religious Dispensation, completely separate from Islam.

Four years had passed since His original declaration, in Shiraz, and life, in the iso-
lated prison fortress, was unbearable for the Bab. News of His whereabouts soon reached
His followers, including Mulla Husayn, who decided to walk to Mah-Ku, on foot, accompa-
nied by Qambar ‘Ali, his faithful servant.

Tabriz, the closest city to the remote prison of Mah-Ku, was over 1,200 kilometers
away so their friends offered them horses for the journey, but Mulld Husayn refused assis-
tance and sent them back to Mashhad.

Mulla Husayn secretly met with Baha'u’llah, in Tehran and further on his journey he
met Tahirih, in Qazvin, but no translation has been made of any written account that may
have survived either of these meetings.

When Mulla Husayn and Qambar ‘Ali eventually arrived in Tabriz, they changed clothes,
so as not to be recognized, before continuing on to the deserted mountainous region.

The night before their arrival at the castle, however, ‘Ali Khan, the governor, had a
dream in which he saw the Prophet, and His companion, walking beside the river, as they
approached the castle. He rushed over to the figure but, as he knelt down to kiss the hem
of His robe, the image disappeared.

The next morning, at dawn, ‘Ali Khan saw Mulla Husayn and Qambar ‘Ali walking by
the river. Thinking him to be the Prophet, just as in the dream, ‘Ali Khan rushed up to Mulla
Husayn and offered him a horse, but he refused the offer explaining that he had vowed to
complete the whole journey on foot.

Visitors to the remote prison were usually denied access to the Bab but, in light of his
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THE FORTRESS AT MAH- KU

The Bab’s charismatic influence won many converts, especially in Isfahan where He
enjoyed the support of Sayyid Muhammad Imam Jum’a Khatunabadi, the leading Mujtahid
of the region, as well as Manuchihr Khan the governor of Isfahan.

For a while the Bab resided at the governor’s palace, during which time His popularity
soared as He held many informal gatherings, and cultivated an open dialogue, with the
leading ulama of the city.

Increasing interest in the Bab’s identity, and a general enthusiasm throughout Persia,
for the Babi movement, began to create concern for Haji Mirza ‘Aqgasi, who wielded a hege-
monic and maniacal control over all religious affairs.

The rival Mujtahids, of Isfahan, petitioned the Haji to remove the Bab from their city.
He responded by sending an envoy of government troops to escort the Bab to Tehran,
under the auspice of arranging a meeting with Muhammad Shah.

The Bab was detained in a special encampment, outside of Tehran, for several months
waiting for an audience with Muhammad Shah, but Haji Mirza ‘Agasi had no intention of
granting Him such an interview and instead arranged for the Bab to be escorted to a remote
region of Western Azarbaijan.

Here the Bab was imprisoned in the fortress of Mah-Ku, in a mountainous part of the
country, near the borders of Russia and Turkey. Haji Mirza ‘Agasi chose Mah-Ku, his
birthplace, in the hope of silencing His message for he was sure that, the Kurdish frontier
officer ‘Ali Khan, a Sunni Muslim, would not be won over by the Bab or His religion.

When the Babi’s of Zanjan learned of the situation they offered to rescue the Bab
from incarceration, but He preferred to petition the state authorities in order to avoid attract-
ing a rebellious following. He wrote several letters to Muhammad Shah, informing him of

His situation, unfortunately Haji Mirza ‘Aqgasi intercepted the correspondence, before the
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This activity created so much turmoil and excitement, in the region, that Mulla Husayn
was soon obliged to return to Khurasan. On this return journey, he was joined by Haji ‘Ali-
Askari, a new believer who was unable to meet the Bab because of the upheaval in the
region.

“Grieve not ... ” Mulld Husayn confidently assured him, “The Almighty is no doubt
able to compensate in Tabriz for the loss you have sustained in Shiraz. Not once but seven
times, can He enable you to partake of the joy of His presence, in return for the one visit
which you have missed.” *3'

How Mulla Husayn was aware of Haji ‘Ali-Askari’s subsequent seven meetings and
the upcoming events remains a mystery, nonetheless, in confirmation of the Bab's extraor-
dinary power, later in Tabriz He addressed Haji ‘Ali-Askari upon his seventh visit with the
words:

“Praise be to God who has enabled you to complete the numbers of your visits and
who has extended to you His loving protection.” *

There was open rebellion, in Khurasan and the general region surrounding Mashhad,
against the ruthless reign of persecution orchestrated by Haji Mirza ‘Aqasi, the Shah'’s
grand vizier. Aware of Mulld Husayn'’s growing influence, in the city, some of the leaders, of
the civil rebellion, made efforts to gain his support, but he refused to be involved in the

political upheaval of the area.

46



time to reveal His identity.

While in Tehran, Mulld Husayn attempted to deliver some writings of the Bab to
Muhammad Shah, but the intervention of Haji Mirza ‘Agasi hindered his efforts, so he con-
tinued his journey to the holy city of Mashhad.

It had been fourteen years since Mulla Husayn had left Mashhad to pursue his stud-
ies in Karbila, and upon his return many wise and eminent ulama embraced the new Faith.
He sent a letter to the Bab informing Him of the developments in Mashhad. It was delivered
through the Bab’s uncle in Yazd, and reached Him on the holiest night of Ramadan. With
joy, He shared its contents with Quddus.

“He felt assured that The Cause which He had revealed had become well established
and under the direction of Baha'u’llah it would continue to develop and flourish.” **

In Mulla Husayn’s hometown thousands of people came, every day, to hear the news
of the Bab’s declaration, but the resulting excitement disturbed the jealous Mullas, espe-
cially as Mulla Husayn was not one of the established ulama.

The young devotee decided to set off for Karbila with the intention of keeping his
rendezvous with the Bab. En route he was met by a group of Babi’s who told him that news
of Mulla ‘Ali Bastami's fate had reached the Bab and therefore He had instructed the believ-
ers to gather in Isfahan.

When they reached the city the large group broke up, so as not to alert the authori-
ties, or alarm the inhabitants. Mulla Husayn went on ahead to Shiraz, but that city was also
in a state of violent agitation and all communication with the Bab was forbidden.

Mulla Husayn, accompanied by his brother and uncle, entered Shiraz in the middle of
the night, disguised as horse traders. They arranged a secret meeting with the Bab and
then sent word to his followers, in Isfahan, that they could join him in Shiraz, a few at a time,

so that they could personally meet the Bab.
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divines and religious institutions, the first to recognize the Truth was a sifter of wheat.

In Isfahan Mirzé& Muhammad ‘Aliy-i-Nahri had a vision, in which he saw the face of
the Bab, with tears in His eyes, as He stood in the shrine of the Imam Husayn in Karbila.
Overcome with joy he ran to meet Mulla Husayn to confirm that he had realized his goal and
was instructed to proceed to Kirman and there proclaim the joyous blessing.

Mulla Husayn, meanwhile, traveled to Kashan, which later became one of the most
important centers of the Faith in Persia. He continued on to Qum, an unholy city, whose
inhabitants were unreceptive to the call.

Undaunted he proceeded to Tehran, but again the traditional Shaykhi community,
and the ulama, were utterly unprepared to accept the news of the Bab’s Proclamation.

At the end of each day of teaching, cautious not to anger the Islamic authorities,
Mulld Husayn returned alone to his room inside the fortified city. One evening Mulla
Muhammad-i-Mu’allin, a seeker from Nur, visited Mulla Husayn at his lodging, where he
found him deep in prayer. Throughout the night they discussed the Shaykhi movement
during which time he expressed an interest in learning more about the new Faith.

That morning at dawn Mulla Husayn asked Muhammad-i-Mu’allin to deliver, a scroll
wrapped in a piece of cloth to the house of Mirza Husayn ‘Ali (Baha'u’llah). When Baha'u’llah
received the scroll He asked the student to deliver a loaf of Russian sugar, and a package
of tea, together with a message of appreciation and love, to Mulla Husayn. When he re-
ceived the gift, Mulla Husayn was overcome with intense joy, for he realized that the Bab’s
statement regarding a secret light in Tehran referred to Baha'u’llah.

Mulla Muhammad-Mu’allin was instructed not to relate, to anyone, anything of what
he had witnessed, as there were many, he was told, who envying Baha'u'llah’s position
would arise to harm Him. Many secrets are concealed from our eyes, Mulla Husayn em-

phasized, and it is our duty to spread the divine message to all people, but it is not yet the
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THE LIGHT IN TEHRAN

Mulla Husayn traveled the three hundred miles from Shiraz to Isfahan on horseback.
When he arrived at the holy city, with its beautiful turquoise Mosques, he discovered that
Haji Siyyid Muhammad Bagqir Shafti, who had declared his allegiance to Siyyid Kézim and
the Cause, had died.

The distinguished clergy of the area, under the leadership of the Haj’'s weak minded
son, regarded Mulla Husayn as a threat to the established order of Islamic belief, and re-
jected the message brought to them from Shiraz.

The first to embrace the cause of the Bab in Isfahan was, Mulla Ja'far Isfahani, a

sifter of wheat. Later he was seen excitedly carrying his sickle through the bazaar on his

way to join Mullda Husayn at Fort Tabarsi. The Bab often remarked how out of a city full of




He also affirmed that a secret lay in Tehran which, when made manifest, would turn
the earth into a paradise, with Its Transcendent Holiness, and reassured Mulla Husayn that

he had been assigned an exalted role and would accomplish his mission triumphantly.
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later became Babis.

While in Mecca, the Bab received news of the difficulties Mulla ‘Ali Bastami was
experiencing in Karbila. In view of the growing opposition, in Iraq, He decided not to con-
tinue on to the Atabat, as originally planned, although this decision was contrary to the
mandate set out by the Shiah prophecies.

The early believers eagerly awaited the Bab's appearance in Karbila to announce His
Mission, and release Mulla ‘Ali Bastdami. The ensuing delay created bitter disappointment,
among them and consequently many withdraw their support for the Bab, and pledged alle-
giance to Tahirih as their new leader.

To complicate the situation further Haji Muhammad Karim Khan Kirmani, a wealthy
Persian of Qazar lineage, began to campaign for the leadership of the Shaykhi community,
which created even more dissension among the followers.

Upon His return to Shiraz, The Bab was placed under house arrest, and forced to
clarify His claims to the Friday congregation of the Vakil Mosque.

For the next several months, He concentrated His efforts on writing and meditation,
and adopted a policy of gradual and inconspicuous teaching. He instructed His disciples to
follow His example, but some radical elements of the movement were disappointed that the
Bab’s message did not implement the anticipated Insurrection, foretold in the scriptures, so
they broke away from the Babi ranks and began to rebel against His leadership.

Mulla Husayn, who had anticipated being the Bab’s chosen companion, on His visit
to Hijaz, was instead instructed to spread the news of the Faith to seekers in Persia. The
Béab reassured him that The Lord of the Covenant would assist him and surround him with
His loving protection.

The Bab advised him to share with those, who were receptive to His call, the Tablets
which had been revealed to him, and advised him to journey northward through Isfahan,

Kashan, Qum and Tehran.
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pilgrims, the Bab, while holding the ring knob of the Kaa’ba door, proclaimed three times in
the most eloquent and exquisite voice:

“l am the Q&’im whom you were expecting.” *?"

According to Mirza Abul-Hasan Shirazi, an eyewitness, the bustling crowds were
struck silent by His announcement and the flapping wings of a small bird were clearly au-
dible as it flew overhead. His proclamation was then repeated in several different tongues
as each pilgrim translated to the other what they had heard.

On another occasion the Bab encountered Mulla Muhammad Husayn Muhit Kirmani,
one of the leaders of the Shaykhi community in Karbil&, and revealed to him that He was the
one referred to by the great twin lights Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kézim.

“Verily | declare, none beside me in this day, whether in the East or in the West, can
claim to be the Gate that leads men to the knowledge of God.” *?

When invited, by the Bab, to join the Cause Mulla Muhit Kirmani hesitated and de-
manded proofs of His claim. The Bab replied with a challenging quote from the Qur’an,
known as a mubahala, in which truth is distinguished from falsehood:

“And whoso dispute with thee, say, Come now, let us call our sons and your sons, our
wives and your wives, ourselves and yourselves, then let us humbly pray and so lay God’s
curse upon the one who lies.” *?

Several other leading Shaykhis were also present in Mecca, in search of the Prom-
ised Q&’im, including the son-in-law of Fath ‘Ali Shah, but they refused to acknowledge that
the Bab was in fact the one they were seeking. Their rejection was founded on theoretical
and political viewpoints challenged by the difficulties presented by the Bab'’s radical claims
as well as their preconceived opinions regarding His Youthfulness.

The Béb was saddened that such learned scholars should find His verses empty and
devoid of any Qur’anic inspiration and He considered their disbelief paramount to mocking

The Word of God. Itis worth noting, however, that the sons of two of these Shaykhi leaders,
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THE BAB’'S PROCLAMATION IN MECCA

The Bab had cautioned His followers not to reveal His identity, nevertheless ominous
forces quickly aligned themselves against His mission, compelling Him to secretly leave
Shiraz.

Accompanied by Quddus and Mubérak, His Ethiopian servant, He set out for the
Hijaz in order to proclaim His mission in the Kaa'ba of Mecca, in accordance with Shiah
prophecies.

The rough sea journey, in humid hot weather, took seventy-one days through the
Persian Gulf across the Indian Ocean, to the Red Sea. The Bab’s written comments of His
pilgrimage were critical of His fellow passengers for their impatient, hostile feelings towards
each other. Their behavior, He noted, was unbecoming of pilgrims undertaking a journey to
Islam’s most sacred mosques, and during one particular incident the captain even threat-
ened to throw one troublesome passenger overboard, until the Bab interceded on his be-
half.

Arriving at the port of Jeddah the Bab mounted a camel and set out for Mecca, while
Quddus followed on foot. One morning, the small party stopped by a well to say their
devotional prayers, when a marauding Bedouin appeared from a distance and snatched
the saddlebag containing all of the Bab’s writings and papers. Mubarak immediately rose to
pursue the thief, but the Bab prevented him and explained that through his actions the Arab
was instrumental in helping the notes and commentaries reach a destination that they per-
sonally could not have arranged.

It was, He concluded, an act decreed by the Almighty and His consoling words turned
the bitterness of regret into a radiant submission to God’s Divine Purpose.

The Bab stayed three weeks in Mecca, and almost a month in Medina.

At the end of the Hajji rights, when the sacred mosque of Har'am was filled with
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spent another three months in jail before he was transferred to the capital. His fate remains
a mystery but documentation indicates that he was sentenced to hard labor in the imperial

dockyard in Constantinople where he eventually suffered martyrdom for his beliefs.
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erature.

Najib Pasha, the governor of Baghdad, under whose jurisdiction this situation fell,
had a reputation for anti Shiah convictions, especially against those of Persian origin. He
arranged for a Sunni tribunal, which upheld the charge of blasphemy, and condemned
Mulla ‘Ali Bastami to death on the grounds that he was a deranged Infidel.

Persian officials, and intermediaries of Haji Mirza Agasi, were anxious to arrange for
Mulla ‘Ali Bastami to be returned to Tehran, and appealed to the British Consulate General
of Baghdad to approach Najib Pasha and secure the prisoners release.

Political hostilities along the borders of Iraq and Persia, however, as well as pro-
longed disputes in the Kurdish region of Turkey, intensified the unfavorable opposition fac-
ing Mulla ‘Ali Bastami.

Diplomatic efforts were extended as high as the Sultan’s court in Constantinople,
which resulted in the unprecedented event, of a second trial, specially named a ‘Court of
Inquisition,” which consisted of twenty eminent Sunni and twelve Shiah jurists.

Mulla ‘Ali Bastami spent three months languishing in jail, during which time he ex-
plained that he was merely the messenger and not the author of the volume of writing, with
which he had been entrusted. The publicity generated by these events aroused a great
deal of interest among the inhabitants of Baghdad and many became sympathetic to the
Cause.

The ‘Court of Inquisition’ upheld the charges against the Bab. He was counted among
the corrupters of the earth and condemned to death. His book Qayyum al-Asma, they
charged, made a mockery of religion, was full of falsehoods and blasphemous words of
corruption. They also ruled that all those who believed in it should be considered heretics.

The Court reserved judgement of Mulla ‘Ali Bastami, on the grounds that the issue
revolved around his basic belief in the Imamate, and the return of the Hidden Imam.

The case against him, therefore, was sent to Constantinople and Mulla ‘Ali Bastami
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Those who knew the Bab were concerned at His lack of formal education and His
youthfulness. Mulla ‘Ali Bastami, however, emphasized that the unschooled Hashimite
Youth, from Persia, demonstrated an unequaled ability to reveal The Word of God which
was proof of His station and officially presented, to the people of Karbila, the Bab’s book
Qayyum al-Asma saying:

“The Bab has appeared and we had the honor of His presence but He forbade us to
mention His venerated name or origin. Soon His call will be fully revealed and His identity
and His origin will become apparent to all.” *

Qayyum al-Asma, or the Qur’an of the Bab, as it was known, was a message of
deliverance and was well received. His proclamation, however, demanded that the ulama
re-evaluate their positions of authority by abandoning all books and scriptures, which they
had previously studied.

“God has forbidden after (the coming of) this book the teaching of anything other than
it. Teach the people the laws of the book and turn them away from error, the baseless
books among you.” *?

Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Najafi, the leading jurist of the Atabat, vehemently re-
jected the Bab’s proclamation, and pronounced His book a blasphemous production. He
denounced Mulla* Ali Bastami and alerted the Turkish authorities of the impending dangers
of the new heresy.

With the support of the ulama of Karbila, and Najaf, Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Najafi
arrested Mulla ‘Ali Bastami, with the intention of destroying his books and deporting him
back to Persia.

The internal dispute within the Shaykhi community, however, quickly developed into
open hostilities between the Shiah and Sunni Muslims. The Turkish authorities, upon hear-
ing of the rising discord, placed Mulla ‘Ali Bastami in chains and transported him to Baghdad

where he was charged with blasphemy, disturbing the peace and distributing heretical lit-

36



THE MESSENGER REACHES KARBILA

Mulla ‘Ali Bastami was also educated in the Madrasa of Mashhad, where he studied
the writings of Shaykh Ahmad. Later he spent seven years, in Karbila, as Siyyid Kazim’s
closest student and companion, and was known not only for his devout learning, but also for
his piety and lack of worldly ambition.

With a group of companions he undertook the mission of being the first to inform the
seekers, in Iraq, that the Gate to the Promised Qa&'im had been revealed. The group antici-
pated a favorable reception from the Shaykhis in Karbila and intended, with their support, to
establish the (Khuruj), literally the Insurrection of the Mahdi against disbelief and the en-
emies of the house of the Prophet Muhammad.

News of the appearance of the Promised Q&’im had already reached the Atabat,
before the companions arrived, but the details were cloaked in mystery so the new disciples
were cautious not to sow discord among the Shiah community.

Returning to Karbila, with news of the Bab’s declaration, they discovered that in the
seven months since Siyyid Kazim’s death the Shaykhi School had become deeply divided
over internal conflicts regarding leadership.

The initial plan of the believers was to prepare the seekers for the imminent arrival of
the Bab, but speculation, about His identity, soon began to circulate among the attendants
of the holy shrines. Some devotees of the Shaykhi community, who were familiar with
Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad, from His previous years of pilgrimage, concluded He was the Bab
and pledged to be among His followers when He made His appearance.

Great excitement was generated, among the general population, by the anticipated
appearance of the Bab, but most learned scholars were skeptical of the Bab’s identity as
they were confident that the Gate of Divine Knowledge would be a mature Mujtahid from a

house of learning and not from the ranks of guilds and trades.
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God is come and with Him is the company of His angels arrayed before Him! ... Beware,
lest by ‘turning back’, He may ‘change you for another people’ who ‘shall not be your like’
and who shall take from you the Kingdom of God.” *#

The secret of the Day that is to come is still concealed, the Bab explained and the
newly born babe, of the future, will excel in wisdom and knowledge beyond the most learned
among you.

The Bab advised them to arise, in God’s name, and to put their trust in Him so that
they may be assured of ultimate victory. Again He instructed the disciples not to reveal His
name, but only to say that the Gate (Bab) of the Promised One had been opened. The first

believers, therefore, became known as Babis.
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from the other companions.

Quddus was the son of a poor rice farmer from the province of Mazindaran. He had
a sanctified aura which, combined with a dignity and bearing, attracted admiration and
respect from all who knew him. As a young man he studied at the same college, in Mashhad,
as Mulla Husayn, and they both spent many years studying with Siyyid Kazim, in Karbila.

Quddus asked Mulla Husayn if he had attained his goal yet, but since he was unable
to reveal the Bab’s true identity, Mulla Husayn told his friend to be calm and reassured him
that he would talk to him later. The young traveler then replied:

“Why seek you to hide Him from me? | can recognize Him by His gait.” ** Mulla
Husayn was reminded of his own former blindness, at not recognizing the Bab’s station,
and responded with a famous line of Persian poetry:

One’s eyes must be of such clear sight.

To know the King, wear what He might.

Mulld Husayn moved a short distance away as the Bab addressed him, saying:

“Marvel not at his strange behavior. We have in the world of the spirit been commu-
nicating with that youth. We know him already. We indeed awaited his coming. Go to him
and summon him forthwith to Our presence.” *?®

The Béb later instructed Mulla Husayn to consult with Quddus on all matters regard-
ing the Faith.

During the days that followed the Bab informed the ‘Letters of the Living’ that they
had been chosen to be the bearers of God’s Name for that day, and cautioned them to
exercise integrity and honesty in all their actions.

The time has come, He emphasized, when only deeds of stainless purity supported
by the purest motive are worthy of your position. He also reminded them that the days
when mere idle worship was deemed sufficient had now gone.

“You are the witnesses to the Dawn of the Promised Day of God ... Lo, the Lord thy
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guided us!” *®

The following morning at daybreak Mulla ‘Ali Bastami accompanied Mulla Husayn to
the residence of the Bab. There, at the threshold, was the Ethiopian servant who greeted
them warmly, saying:

“Ere break of day, | was summoned to the presence of my Master, who instructed me
to open the door of the house and to stand expectant at its threshold. Two guests He said,
are to arrive early this morning. Extend to them in My name a warm welcome. Say to them
from Me: ‘Enter therein in the name of God”.” **°

Mulla ‘Ali Bastami’s first meeting with the Bab was an experience of intense spiritual
adoration. The celestial potency of the Bab’s inspired utterance caused the room to vibrate
with this testimony:

“Verily, verily, the dawn of a new Day has broken. The Promised One is enthroned in
the hearts of men. In His hand He holds the mystic cup, the chalice of immortality, Blessed
are they who drink therefrom!” *%

Mulla ‘Ali Bastami immediately recognized the Bab’s station and each of his twelve
companions, in there own turn, also attained the presence of the Bab. These early seekers
who believed in His Divine Revelation were declared His ‘Letters of the Living'.

It had been thirty days since the Bab’s declaration when He said to Mulla Husayn:

“Seventeen Letters have thus far enlisted under the standard of the Faith of God.
There remains one more to complete the number. These Letters of the Living shall arise to
proclaim My Cause and to establish My Faith. Tomorrow night the remaining Letter will
arrive and will complete the number of My chosen disciples.” *?!

The next evening as he was returning from the Mosque, with the Bab, a travel-stained
youth, with a disheveled appearance, approached Mulld Husayn. This youth, in his early
twenties, named Muhammad ‘Ali of Barfurush, was a direct descendant of the Imam Husayn

and became better known as Quddus. His modesty and quiet manner distinguished him
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THE LETTERS OF THE LIVING

The revelation struck Mulla Husayn forcefully, as if the Voice of the Angel Gabriel was
saying:

“Awake, for, lo! the morning Light has broken. Arise, for His Cause is made manifest.
The portal of His grace is open wide; enter therein, O peoples of the world! For He who is
your Promised One is come!” **

A large number had gathered at the ilkhani Mosque in anticipation of meeting Mulla
Husayn for the reputation of his profound knowledge, and achievements, had preceded
him. He soon organized classes and received many dignitaries and city officials.

During the next few days, Mulla Husayn was regularly summoned to visit the Bab at
His home, where he spent long nights listening to His Revelations. On one such occasion
the Bab said:

“Tomorrow thirteen of your companions will arrive. To each of them extend the ut-
most loving-kindness. ... Pray to God that He may graciously enable them to walk securely
in that path which is finer than a hair and keener than a sword. Certain ones among them
will be accounted in the sight of God as His chosen and favored disciples.” *"7

The next morning Mulla ‘Ali Bastami arrived with his companions. They soon be-
came aware that Mulla Husayn knew the identity of the Promised Qa’im, and begged him to
share the knowledge so that they could ease the intense longing in their hearts. Mulla
Husayn could not reveal the Bab's identity but reassured them that God would guide their
steps.

Mulla ‘Ali Bastami spent three nights in devotional prayer which led to a vision in
which he followed a great light that led him to Mulla Husayn. Overwhelmed he rushed into
his arms, saying:

“Praise be to God who hath guided us hither! We had not been guided had not God
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Mulla Husayn became oblivious of time, until Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad awakened him
from his state of ecstasy and chanted the morning prayer, and just as the Muadhdhin sum-
moned the faithful to morning prayer, the Bab accompanied Mulla Husayn to the door, and

bade him farewell.
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Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad continued before Mulla Husayn could respond, saying:

“Now is the time to reveal the commentary on the Surih of Joseph,”*"® so He took up
His pen and with incredible rapidity revealed the entire Surih of Mulk, before the ink was dry.

Mullda Husayn sat enraptured and spellbound by the sweeping nature of His Revela-
tion, and it was several hours before he reluctantly suggested his leaving.

“If you leave in such a state, whoever sees you will assuredly say: ‘This poor youth
has lost his mind’.” *™* Siyyid 'Ali Muhammad remarked, and further revealed:

“O thou who art the first to believe in Me! Verily | say, | am the Bab, the Gate of God
and thou art the Bab'u’l-Bab, the gate of that Gate. Eighteen souls must, in the beginning,
spontaneously and of their own accord, accept Me and recognize the truth of My Revela-
tion. And when their number is complete, one of them must needs be chosen to accom-
pany Me on My Pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. ... where, again in the Masjid of the holy
city, | shall manifest His Cause.” The Bab continued, ‘It is incumbent upon you not to
divulge, either to your companions or to any other soul, that which you have seen and
heard” ... advised the Bab. “Be engaged in the Masjid-i- llkhani in prayer and teaching. |,
too, will join you in congregational prayer. Beware lest your attitude towards Me betray the
secret of your faith.” *'°

It was two hours and eleven minutes past sunset on May 22, 1844 when the Bab
commented that in the future that night, and very hour, would become one of the most
celebrated and significant of all festivals. He then praised God for having graciously as-
sisted Mulla Husayn in attaining his heart’s desire and allowing him to quaff from the sealed
wine of His utterance.

Footnote: Some historians suggest that the symbolism contained in the Surih of Joseph, informs us that the

Promised One would suffer at the hands of his brethren, just as Joseph had been betrayed by his brothers. The
mystery to which Siyyid Kazim had alluded, however, probably relates more to the significance of Joseph’s robe,

made from the ‘scent of paradise’ and originally brought, by the Angel Gabriel, to protect Abraham. This robe of
knowledge was powerful enough to restore Jacob’s sight, but pales in significance to the knowledge of the Prom-
ised Qai'm.
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“Has your teacher given you any detailed indications as to the distinguishing features
of the Promised One?” *'% asked Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad.

Yes, replied Mulla Husayn and began listing the signs. The Youth responded in a
vibrant voice:

“Behold, all these signs are manifest in Me!” **

Mulla Husayn exclaimed that the Promised Q&’im must posses a superior knowledge
than that of his enlightened Host, but as soon as he had uttered the words his heart was
filled with fear and remorse. Nonetheless he then presented Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad with a
thesis containing hidden and veiled teachings as revealed by Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid
Kéazim.

Mulla Husayn thought to himself, that if his Host was capable of unraveling the mys-
teries contained in the manuscript, he would ask Him to write a commentary, without hesi-
tation or reflection, on the Surih la-Bagara of Joseph, the significance of which was beyond
Siyyid Kazim’s comprehension.

Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad had explained all the mysteries contained in the manuscript,
before Mulla Husayn could even express his silent thoughts.

“Had you not been My guest,” the Youth observed, “your position would indeed have
been a grievous one. The all- encompassing grace of God has saved you.” He continued,
“It is for God to test His servants, and not for His servants to judge Him in accordance with
their deficient standards. Were [ to fail to resolve your perplexities could the Reality that
shines within Me be regarded as powerless or My knowledge be accused as faulty? Nay,
by the righteousness of God! It behoves, in this day, the peoples and nations of both the
East and the West to hasten to this threshold, and here seek to obtain the reviving grace of
the Merciful. Whoso hesitates will indeed be in grievous loss. Do not the peoples of the
earth testify that the fundamental purpose of their creation is the knowledge and adoration

of God?”*"?
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THE DECLARATION OF THE BAB

A few hours before sunset Mulld Husayn arrived in Shiraz with his two companions,
Mirza Muhammad Hasan, and Mirza Muhammad Bagir. He promptly asked them to con-
tinue on to the ilkhani Mosque and await his arrival.

While Mulld Husayn stood outside the Gate of Kazerun, a radiant Youth approached
him, wearing a green turban, which signified that He was a direct descendant of the Prophet
Muhammad.

With a loving smile the Youth, named Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad, embraced Mulla Husayn
as a life long friend, and invited him to His home. Enchanted and overwhelmed, by the
Youth’s noble presence, and gentle manner Mulld Husayn happily accompanied Him. As
they arrived at the gate of the modest house, an Ethiopian servant opened the door.

“Enter therein in peace, secure.”*” Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad said, to Mulla Husayn, as
they crossed the threshold.

A feeling of joy overwhelmed Mulla Husayn as he followed his Host into the house.
Once they were comfortably seated the Youth proceeded to pour water over His guest’s
hands, washing away the dust. He then prepared a samovar and served tea.

Dusk was approaching when Mulla Husayn explained that he had promised his friends
that he would join them for evening prayer. Courteously Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad stated:

“You must surely have made the hour of your return conditional upon the will and
pleasure of God. It seems that His will has decreed otherwise. You need have no fear of
having broken your pledge.” *¢ Together Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad and Mulld Husayn made
the customary evening prayer, when Siyyid ‘Ali Muhammad posed the question:

“Whom, after Siyyid Kazim, do you regard as his successor and your leader?” *°

Mulld Husayn answered that he was at present searching far and wide for the Prom-

ised Qa’im.
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One day Mulla Husayn received a written message and without warning he gave up
his meditation and set off, with his two companions, to Basra where they took a boat across
the Persian gulf to Bushihr, and on to Shiraz.

The city, with a population of about fifty thousand inhabitants, was situated in a lush
valley surrounded by famous gardens and freshwater springs. Persia’s greatest poets Hafiz

and Saadi hailed from Shiraz, enhancing its reputation and natural beauty.
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city of Kédzimayn. He exclaimed that the Prophet Muhammad had appeared to him in a
dream and had instructed him to wait for Siyyid Kazim beneath the shadow of the palms,
near the vicinity of the mosque, and to relate a message as it had appeared to him in the
dream:

“Rejoice, for the hour of your departure is at hand ... three days after your return [to
Karbilé], you will wing your flight to Me. Soon after shall He who is the Truth be made
manifest. Then shall the world be illuminated by the light of His face ... ”*®

In accordance with the vision of the Arab shepherd, three days later Siyyid Kazim bid
farewell to this world.

Shortly afterward Mulla Husayn, and his nephew, arrived in Karbila from Mashhad,
and learned that Siyyid Kazim had just died. They soon discovered that quarrels and petty
conflicts, over leadership, were causing dissension among the students.

Some moderate Shaykhis argued that their best plan was to remain in Karbila and
preserve the sacred memory of their departed leader, while others asked Mulla Husayn to
declare himself their new leader.

Mulla Husayn refused, stating that he was like a speck of dust, compared to the one
they should seek, and reminded them of Siyyid Kazim’s instructions:

“To quit their homes, scatter far and wide, purge their hearts from every idle desire,
and dedicate themselves to the quest of Him.” *¢

Accompanied by twenty devoted students including his brother, Mirza Muhammad
Hasan, and his nephew, Mirzd& Muhammad Bagqir, Mulld Husayn left Karbila for the holy
Kufah Mosque, in Najaf, where ‘Ali, the first Imam, had been struck down with a poisoned
sword.

It was their intention to spend forty days in prayer, nightly vigilance and fasting in
preparation for their holy quest. They were soon joined by Mulla ‘Ali Bastami and twelve of

his companions.
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Mulld Husayn to journey to Isfahan and secure the Haji’s support.

Mulla Husayn arrived in Isfahan, after a long journey taking several weeks. He en-
tered the Mosque where Haji Siyyid Muhammad Baqir Shafti was addressing his disciples.

He appeared dusty and disheveled from his travels, in contrast to the richly clothed
students of the Haji; nonetheless, he sat down opposite the Haji and boldly asked him if he
supported Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kazim’s beliefs.

The students ridiculed his question but the Haji, not wanting to judge Mulla Husayn
by his appearance, replied that he had doubts about their mysterious and unorthodox teach-
ings, although he acknowledged that he had once been supportive of their views.

The Haji sent for some commentaries and asked Mulld Husayn to clarify their con-
tent. After three days of discussing the manuscripts Haji Siyyid Muhammad Baqir ap-
plauded Mulld Husayn, for his courage and dedication, and promised his written support of
Siyyid K&azim.

One of the students followed Mulla Husayn to his austere lodging and offered him
financial assistance. Mulla Husayn politely refused the gift and prepared for his journey to
Mashhad in order to deliver a similar message from Siyyid Kazim to Mirza’ Askari.

Haji Siyyid Muhammad Bagqir’s letter, declaring his support, so uplifted Siyyid Kazim
that his enthusiastic praise of Mulld Husayn’s accomplishment led many students to mis-
takenly assume that Mulla Husayn was the Promised Qa’im.

Siyyid Kazim, however, again emphasized that the Promised One was a direct de-
scendant of the Prophet, an extremely pious, devout youth who abstained from smoking,
and obtained His knowledge directly from God.

Later that year Siyyid Kazim, accompanied by a party of his disciples, including Mulla
‘Ali Bastami, made his annual visit to the twin shrines of the two Imams, Musa Kazim, the
Seventh Imam, and his grandson Muhammad at-Taqi, the Ninth Imam.

An Arab shepherd suddenly embraced Siyyid Kazim, as the group approached the
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THE SEARCH FOR THE HIDDEN IMAM

Mullda Husayn-i-Bushruyih, born in 1814, was the eldest son of an affluent land owner
and cloth dyer. His father owned shops in Bushruyih, a small agricultural town in Khurasan.
When he was twelve years old, his mother, a well-respected poet, encouraged him to at-
tend the religious college (madrasa) of Mashhad.

Mulla Husayn had many dreams about the Prophet Muhammad, during his youth,
and records indicate he developed strange spiritual behavior. His quest to acquire true
mystical knowledge led him to study Shaykhism in Isfahan and later in the Atabat.

He arrived in Karbila in 1835, while on pilgrimage with his relatives. He was so
dedicated and trustworthy that he soon handled Siyyid Kazim’s correspondence. For the
next nine years, he studied extensively as the devoted student of his mentor and super-
vised the junior students.

Mulla Husayn lived the humble life of a scribe and earned money copying the writings
of Shaykh Ahmad for his fellow students. He also worked part time as a laborer although he
struggled with poor health, trembling hands and occasionally suffered from epileptic sei-
zures.

The teachings of Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kézim had created great controversy in
the Holy City of Isfahan where many Shaykhis, were labeled as heretics.

The growing opposition by the Mujtahids, of the Atabat, towards the Shaykhi School
led to a denunciation, which required a written condemnation. A document was prepared
which needed an endorsement from Haji Siyyid Muhammad Baqir Shafti of Isfahan. This
influential Islamic authority’s, signature was needed in order to make the denunciation, of
the Shaykh movement, an official ruling of Islamic law (Fatwa).

Siyyid Kazim realized that he needed the support of the Haji in order to continue his

efforts to prepare his thousands of followers, for the return of the Hidden Imam, so he asked
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instructed Siyyid Kazim to remain in Karbila, with his students.

Soon after his arrival in the holy city of Medina Shaykh Ahmad died. He was buried
close to the resting-place of the Prophet Muhammad. Siyyid Kazim was filled with sorrow,
at the passing of his beloved master, but with unwavering determination he continued his
efforts to unite the various schools, of the Shaykhi movement, against the continuing oppo-
sition of the ignorant and envious people of Karbila.

During the fast of Ramadan, in 1842, conflicts between the Sunni and Shiah branches
of Isldm developed into open hostilities in the holy city. This drew the attention of the
Turkish authorities, who issued orders to Najib Pasha, the Governor General of Baghdad,
to assess the situation.

During his efforts he was refused entrance to the holy shrines of the Imam Husayn,
so in retaliation he ordered his troops to storm the city by force. His army brutally massa-
cred thousands of innocent inhabitants, including many Persian Shiah families, who were
caught in the melee.

Forewarned of the attack Siyyid Kazim negotiated a safe passage for his followers,
before the massacre occurred. Consequently many students, of rival schools, blamed him
for instigating the uprising and accused him of manipulating his escape when it had devel-
oped into a full-scale riot.

Siyyid Kazim'’s theories, concerning the Hidden Imam, attracted even more criticism
when he proposed that a cylindrical concept of the Prophetic age ended when the Twelfth
Imam went into Occultation and claimed that he and Shaykh Ahmad were the two gates to
initiate the new cycle. He transmitted his beliefs to an inner circle of his devotees, and when
asked to reveal the exact date of the impending return of the Promised Q&’im he replied:

“Would you not wish me to die so the cause of your Imam may be revealed? ...in

” %4

thirty weeks (after my death) the cause will be revealed to you.
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said, and not all appropriate sayings should be said to those who are incompetent of under-
standing.” *?

He went on to say that the holy Imams and Shiah visionaries veiled the delicate
details of occult knowledge, with prudence and secrecy, as a protection against the en-
croachment of the ignorant, and added:

“The smoke you see will ascend after me, | am the igniter of that flame.” *?

About the same time as Shaykh Ahmad was making plans to visit the holy shrine of
the Eighth Imam Rida, in Mashhad, Siyyid Kazim-i-Rashti, the son of a silk maker, set off
from his home in Adibil, near Tabriz. He began his quest when an ancestor of a buried Saint
appeared to him in a dream and instructed him to seek the spiritual guidance of Shaykh
Ahmad.

When Shaykh Ahmad first met Siyyid Kézim-i- Rashti, he said:

“I welcome you, O my friend! How long and how eagerly have | waited for you to
come and deliver me from the arrogance of this perverse people!” ** He proposed that
together they might prepare the faithful for the Advent of the Promised Qa’im.

Siyyid Kazim-i-Rashti had demonstrated remarkable intellectual power and spiritual
insight from infancy and, by the age of eleven, he had committed the entire contents of the
Qur’an to memory. All who knew him were impressed with his gentle character, and his
humility. He began instructing the other students, after spending only a few weeks, as a
student of Shaykh Ahmad.

Shaykh Ahmad and a few of his select disciples, including Siyyid Kazim, passed
through the city of Kumanshah, where they stayed at the home of the Shah'’s oldest son.
During this time he wrote several books and epistles addressing the station of the Imams
and the coming of the Promised One.

Upon his return to the Atabat, Shaykh Ahmad discovered that many of the ulama and

Mujtahids were growing envious of his reputation, so he decided to set off for Mecca and
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He wrote most of his books and epistles in Yazd, and as he had no political or tempo-

ral aspirations, he posed no threat to the established ulama. He was, therefore, a welcome
guest of Mullah’s, merchants and leading dignitaries throughout Persia.

Fath ‘Ali Shah invited him to his court where his reputation soon grew as a saintly
figure, admired for his devotion and austerity.

Over the course of time his spirituality, and self -imposed poverty, surpassed the
power and influence of all the other clerical authorities.

He intimated, in his many commentaries, that some things were better left unsaid,
and often quoted Ja’far Sadiq (The Truthful), the Sixth Imam, who said:

“Not all that is known is to be said, and not the right time has come for all that is to be
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THE LUMINOUS STARS OF DIVINE GUIDANCE

Shaykh Ahmad ibn Zanu'd-Din al-Ahsa’i, a divine mystic from the northeast of the
Arabian peninsula, successfully incorporated the two diverse viewpoints of the ulamas and
the mystics, into one school known as Shaykhism.

With a harmonious blending of reason, traditional values, intuition and divine guid-
ance, he proposed the ideal of the Perfect Shiah, and established himself as one initiated
into the mysteries of Divine Revelation through ascetic practices, revelatory dreams and
visions.

He soon became qualified to unravel the sayings of Muhammad, and the Twelve
Imams, but was careful not to discuss the messianic implications of the Hidden Imam'’s
return and thereby retained the respect of the established ulama of the Atabat.

He felt that the followers of Islam were mired in ignorance and fanaticism; while cor-
ruption and strife characterized the Shi‘ah sect. He prepared the way for Him whom God
would make manifest and Whose light would dissipate the ignorance and prejudice that had
enveloped the Faith.

Shaykh Ahmad commanded great respect from the learned divines and Mujtahids of
Karbila, and his growing influence attracted a large number of devotees, even though many
of his unorthodox ideas were controversial.

His most notable teaching was his rejection of the commonly held belief in reincarna-
tion. Instead he claimed there was an intermediary world, beyond terrestrial life, which was
the basis of future visionary experiences. He became interested in the occult sciences and
the possibility of a collective historical consciousness, visualized only by the Hidden Imam.

Shaykh Ahmad was a charismatic divine who spent much of his life visiting the major
cities of Persia. He gained popular support for his beliefs, and founded religious colleges in

Isfahan, Shiraz, Kirman, Mashhad, and Qazvin.
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razed the fortresses of rebellious Khans, and plundered the countryside. Urban violence
and a civil unrest, which all too often developed into rioting, plagued the population.

The internal decay of Islam, in Persia, was underlined by the despotic bigotry of the
theocratic Mujtahid who exploited the common believer into accepting worldly suffering,
and humiliation, on the premise that it was a prerequisite for a reward in the afterlife.

The Sunni Muslims considered this dismal state of affairs, the just consequences for
a society that had deviated from the path of true Islam. The devoted Shiah, however,
regarded it as yet another sign of the impending return of the Hidden Imam who, they
believed, would appear at a time when society had reached its lowest ebb of depravity and
decrepitude.

The light of the Manifestation of God must, in truth, shine in the darkest region of the
world. The Persian culture, with its irrevocably tarnished image of Shiah Islam, was the

perfect environment for such an event to occur.

18



Imam and the Second Coming of Christ, incorporating the concept of The Speaker and the
Silent One, historically manifested as Krishna and Arjuna, Jesus and John the Baptist as
well as Muhammad and ‘Ali.

This theosophical premise suggested that the Promised Q&’im would be preceded by
one preparing the way for His Coming. Such mystical doctrines, suggested by the Sufi
masters, were received, by Islamic scholars, with cries of heresy resulting in the persecu-
tion of Sufis and their banishment from society.

Throughout the Muslim world a hierocratic system of clerics and interpreters of Islamic
jurisprudence, called Mujtahid and ulamd, became firmly established. They debated the
Islamic laws (Shari) as well as passed legal judgement (Itihad) and made rulings (Fatwa) on
the validity of new theories, proposed by mystics and divines.

The Mujtahid became the most powerful group in this clerical hierarchy, especially in
Persia where unprecedented authority was given to them by Fath ‘Ali Shah when he be-
came ruler of the Qajar throne in 1797 AD.

Freedom of religious thought and personal expression, among the non-Arab Shiah
Muslims, was further suppressed, and restricted, during Muhammad Shah’s reign. The
central government under his grand Vizier, Haji Mirza ‘Agasi, was unscrupulous, greedy,
oppressive and coercive. Their policies were implemented by undisciplined and unpaid
government troops who terrorized the proletariat.

In the first half of the nineteenth Century, along with the constant threat of invasion
from Tsarist Russia, there were concerns, in Persia, about European commercial expan-
sionism, most notably the British presence in India.

The prosperity and colonial opportunism, of European Infidels, was a direct chal-
lenge to the ulamas’ zealously guarded positions of authority, within the government.

By 1848, when a young Nasirid-Din Shah ascended the throne, Persia was bankrupt

and in the throws of a religious civil war. Consequently the impoverished Qajar troops
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Occultation. He then became known as the Qa’im, (the one who shall arise). Followers of
the Twelfth Imém claimed that the Promised Q&’im would return in a thousand years, at
which time he would actively intervene in the affairs of the world, right the injustices of the
past and re-establish the True Islam brought by Muhammad.

Devout Shiah have gathered around the Holy shrines of the Atabat, ever since, in
preparation for the return of the Q&’im, or Hidden Imam, even though the traditions and
documented prophecies indicated that he would not re-appear until the middle of the nine-
teenth century.

Since the disappearance of the Twelfth Imam many holy men, in countries as far
apart as the Sudan, North Africa and India, have claimed to be incarnations of his return.
Each claimant gathered a number of devoted supporters, but their teachings reflected a
preoccupation with a strict adherence to Islamic doctrine.

The pure Islam of Muhammad’s dispensation was regarded, by these claimants, as
complete and everlasting; a utopian world in which only the Qur'an was able to lead the
pious believers to salvation.

The main body of Shi’ite orthodoxy prohibited the naming of the Promised Qa'im, or
fixing a time for his return, by declaring any claimants, and their followers, as heretics.

Even elaboration of the secrets of the Mahdi, or metaphorical speculation of the mys-
tical nature of the Promised Q&’im, was discouraged and chastised by the ulama. Ex-
pounders of treatises on Shi'ite traditions, therefore, cautiously veiled their theories with
allegorical language.

The Advent of the Promised Q&'im, began to be associated with a new religious
beginning, centered on a celestial encounter with God, as a prerequisite for the Final Day of
Judgement. It was believed that this would prepare man for his ultimate salvation of eternal
life in paradise.

Some mystics formed a metaphysical connection between the return of the Hidden
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THE LEGEND OF THE TWELFTH IMAM

The tragic martyrdom of the Imam Husayn, at Karbila, is the most significant event in
Shi'ite history for it marks the beginning of the concept of the Mahdi (The rightly guided
one), and the popular belief that he would return and establish justice for all the peoples of
the earth.

During the next 150 years many descendants of Husayn and Hasan claimed to be
Imams, and the Shiah sect of Islam fragmented into rival factions, challenging each other
for the right to guide the devout followers.

Many of these claimants, as well as their supporters, were imprisoned and executed
while the holy Imams were often poisoned. The Twelfth Imam’s appearance established a
new branch of Shiah Islam, called the Ashari or Twelver sect, which based their beliefs on
miraculous and supernatural events.

The Twelfth Imdm, Muhammad al-Mahdi was born in Samarra. He appeared once
as a child and was never seen again, so he became known as the Hidden Imam. Many
stories circulated regarding his disappearance, but the most popular legend states that he
vanished in a cave beneath a mosque near Samarra, where the golden domed shrines of
the two Imams ‘Ali al-Hadi, the Tenth Imam, and Hasan al-’Askari, the Eleventh Imam, are
situated.

The Hidden Imam later went into a visionary existence known as the Occultation.
Communication with the Imam was only possible through visions and holy dreams; there-
fore a network of agents, called the gates to the Hidden Imam, communicated his com-
mands to the faithful. Controversy soon began to circulate regarding the nature of his
existence, however, and as a result many of these agents were executed, and their follow-
ers persecuted.

The Twelfth Imam then passed into a second mystical stage known as the Greater

15






are considered, by many learned scholars, to be a luminous treasury of wisdom equal in
stature to the commentaries of the Qur’an.

The political struggles in Mecca between the Caliphate and the Prophet’s family,
involving the rulers of the expanding Islamic Empire, continued to impact the faithful in
neighboring countries, and the subsequent struggle for power and control of the area re-
sulted in the martyrdom of ‘Ali in 661 AD at Kufah.

His son, Hasan (The Chosen), regarded as the Second Imam, was reputedly poi-
soned and Husayn (The Prince of Martyrs), the Third Imam, was assassinated several
years later.

Both Hasan and Husayn had been raised in the Prophet’s household and were re-
ferred to, by Muhammad, as the chiefs of the Youths of Paradise. The Imam Husayn’s
martyrdom, in the desert regions of Karbila in Southern Iraqg, was followed by a ruthless
reign of terror orchestrated to suppress public support of the Imams.

The whole area, known as the Atabat, is now designated with holy and consecrated
shrines; the most significant of which is the shrine of the Imam Husayn, in Karbila.

It was here that the peace loving Husayn and seventy-two of his followers, including
his wife and children, were senselessly massacred by a Syrian army of four thousand,

under direct orders from the Caliph of Damascus.
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the warring tribes of Saudi Arabia, that Allah was the only Invisible God.

The first to believe in Muhammad’s station, as a Prophet and Messenger of God, was
His wife Khadija and His nine year old cousin, ‘Ali. Muhammad proclaimed the basic tenets
of His message to the custodians of Mecca; advising them to cease the worship of idols,
and to purify their hearts in preparation for the Day of Judgement.

The custodians of the Kaa’ba rejected Muhammad’s proclamation because they felt
that the abolition of idolatry would threaten the financial prosperity of the city. In reality the
exact opposite occurred, since trade flourished on an unprecedented scale when the Kaa'ba
eventually became a center for Islamic pilgrimage.

In the neighboring regions the new religion gained popularity when three hundred
and thirteen of Muhammad'’s followers defeated the merchants of Mecca at the first battle,
fought in the name of Islam, at Badr.

Muhammad narrowly escaped with His life when the merchants attempted to assas-
sinate Him while He slept. The young ‘Ali facilitated Muhammad’s escape to Medina, by
bravely taking Muhammad'’s place in His bed, a courageous act that helped save Islam
from annihilation.

Several years later the Prophet returned to Mecca, with a following of 100,000 Mus-
lims. They destroyed the idols, and established the Kaa’ba as the center of Islam.
Muhammad died a few years later, by which time He had established the five pillars of the
Islamic Faith.

Great reverence was shown, by the early followers of Islam, to Muhammad'’s daugh-
ter Fatima and her husband ‘Ali, the First Imam. ‘Ali was a spiritual leader and peacemaker
during the early years of conflict immediately following the passing of Muhammad.

He moved his headquarters to Kufah, just south of Baghdad, where he founded cen-
ters of learning dedicated to the study of philosophy, ethics, theology and grammar.

His collection of personal writings called Nahjul-Balagha, “The Peak of Eloquence,”
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THE PROPHET AND THE IMAM’'S

Around 320 AD the Great Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity, and estab-
lished Rome as the center of the Christian world, which enabled the Teachings of Christ to
spread into Europe and Scandinavia.

The Arabian Peninsula, meanwhile, remained a desert wasteland where the burying
alive of female babies was a widespread practice among the idol worshipping tribes.

Mecca, a city in Saudi Arabia, was at this time a center of great commercial impor-
tance since it lay directly at the apex of two significant trade routes. The Southern trade
route to Yemen and India, which was used during the Monsoon, and referred to as the
Winter journey; and the Northern trade route, via Syria, to Constantinople known as the
Summer journey.

The Quraysh, a powerful tribe, controlled the area around Mecca, and protected trav-
elers along the trade routes from the marauding Arabs of the region. During pagan festivals
these feuding nomads ceased their hostilities towards each other and as a result Mecca
developed as a pantheon for different deities.

For many years the Hashim family, of the Quraysh tribe, had been responsible for
establishing Mecca as a center of economic stability and they had therefore become custo-
dians of the Kaa’ba, which had developed into a sanctuary for as many as 360 idols.

Muhammad was born in 571 AD, into the Hashim family of Mecca, but as His father
died before His birth, and His mother died in His infancy, the young Muhammad was raised
by His Uncle.

At an early age He married Khadija, an older and powerful woman from the Quraysh
tribe, and they lived together for twenty-five years.

According to the Qur'an, when Muhammad was forty years old the Angel Gabriel

appeared to Him and disclosed His mission to establish the faith of Islam, by proclaiming to
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INTRODUCTION

The Creator of the Universe, and source of All Knowledge, is an invisible intelligence
beyond the comprehension of man’s imagination and has, throughout the ages, revealed
Its Presence to humanity through a series of Divine Messengers, called Prophets.

Each of these Manifestations of God has founded a great religion, to guide us to the
straight path of truth, and the underlying purpose of their revelations has been to educate
and help develop the spiritual nature of mankind. The light, which these souls have radi-
ated, is responsible for the progress of the world of humanity and their teachings are de-
signed to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization.

The religions of the past have formed a chain of progressive revelation and over
thousands of years new links have been added to it. As these great Messengers all sprang
from the same Divine Source, the spiritual principles they taught were identical, although
the social teachings they brought differed according to the needs of the age in which the
Messenger appeared.

Every one of the Founders of the world’s major religions have proclaimed that they
would return. For the Hindus, He is Krishna; for the Zoroastrians, Shah Bahram Ahuramazda;
for the Hebrew, Elijah, The Lord of Hosts; for the Buddhist, Maitriya-Ahmitabha, the Fifth
Buddha; for the Christians, The Messiah and for the Shiah Muslims His title is the Promised
Q&’im.

Ancient scriptures and prophecies have foretold that when the Promised One of all
ages appears, He will unite mankind and the followers of all religions. In Persia, many
devout Muslims believed this new messenger of God would appear in their part of the
world, and many left their homes in search of The Chosen One.

This is the story of their search, who they found, and the obstacles they encountered
in their efforts to announce to the world the end of the Prophetic Cycle of Revelation and the

Advent of a New Dispensation.



triumphant warrior.

His exalted status is examined from his early days, as a faithful servant, to his coura-
geous leadership of a religious movement that extends a welcoming hand to all who accept
truth, goodness and the unity of all the peoples of the earth.

“In the kitab-i-lgan, Baha'u’llah states:
“But for him (Mulla Husayn) God would not have been established upon the seat of
His mercy, nor have ascended the throne of eternal glory.”

Craig P. Tidy, Oxford, England
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FORWARD

“Should your eyes behold the Black Standards proceeding from Khurasan, hasten ye
towards them, even though ye should have to crawl over the snow, inasmuch as they
proclaim the advent of the promised Mihdi, the Vicegerent of God”

The Prophet Muhammad

The histories of the world’s great religious movements exhibit striking similarities.
The sacred texts are written, and studied, their meanings are interpreted and then
passed on to successive generations,

The existing hierarchy of clerics, and religious leaders, are threatened by any new
interpretations as-they cling resistantly to an old idolatry.

Revolutionary claimants to Divine secrets are undermined, ridiculed and perse-
cuted in an effort to preserve the status quo and prevent their message from becoming
available for general appraisal.

The background is set for the divine appearance of God manifest as man, discov-
ered by one who has an intimate understanding of the prophetic resolution of interpreted
texts.

The meek theologian is subjected to the furnace of intolerance and exits the fire
with a conviction as hot as white steel. There follows a process of transformation as the
new believers collectively prepare for their eventual martyrdom.

Mulla Husayn, the cleric, the unworldly yet committed seeker, was just such a
theologian who set out in search of a Messianic figure. In the process he became a
significant instrument of God’s divine plan, willing to perform all manner of heroic deeds
to advance the Message.

The saga of “Unfurling the Black Standard” recounts Mulld Husayn'’s struggle as
the first believer. His recognition of the Bab’s station as the Promised Qai'm, his teaching
to the Letters of the Living, his pilgrimage and his final martyrdom in the Battle of Fort
Tabarsi.

This unfolding panoramic drama is faithfully portrayed and illustrated by Ivan Lloyd’s
visionary artwork.

The reader experiences the birth of the Heroic Age of the Bah&'i religious experience,
as this narrative of nineteenth century Middle Eastern history follows the elevation of Mulla
Husayn'’s life from pious contemplative cleric, transformed by a vision, to a battle weary yet



The inscription on the Bab'’s signet ring:

“Praise be unto Him, there is no God but Him. This is a
path revealed by His behest, and all shall pass thereon.”
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“It is related in the Biharu’l-Avar, the Avalim, and the Yanbu of Sadiq, son of Muhammad,
that he spoke these words: Knowledge is seven and twenty letters. All that the Prophets
have revealed are two letters thereof. None thus far hath known any besides these two
letters. But when the Q&’im shall arise, He will cause the remaining five and twenty letters to
be made manifest. Consider, He hath declared knowledge to consist of seven and twenty
letters and regarded all the Prophets from Adam to the ‘Seal’ (Muhammad), as Expounders
of only two letters thereof, and as having been sent down with these two letters. He also
saith that the Qa’im will reveal all the remaining five and twenty letters. Behold from this
utterance how great and lofty is His station. His rank excelleth that of all the Prophets, and
His Revelation transendeth the comprehension and understanding of all their chosen ones™

*Nabil-i-A’zam, The Dawn Breakers: Nabil’s Narrative of the Early Days of the Baha'i Rev-
elation, translated and edited by Shoghi Effendi, Kingsport Press Inc. 1932
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